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1.
INTRODUCTION

This is the Office of Special Technology’s (OST) Broad Agency Announcement (BAA), N39998-01-Q-7060, issued under the provisions of paragraph 6.102(d)(2)(i) of the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), which provides for competitive selection of research proposals.  Contracts based on responses to this BAA are considered to be the result of full and open competition and in full compliance with the provisions of Public law (PL) 98-369, “The Competition in Contracting Act of 1984” and subsequent amendments.  

1.1.  Approach

This BAA affords offerors the option of submitting proposals for the award of a procurement contract.  The type of procurement vehicle is subject to negotiations, however, the use of a Cost-Plus-Fixed-Fee (CPFF) vehicle is anticipated at this time.  

1.2.  Offerors

The Government strongly encourages proposals from non-traditional defense contractors, nonprofit organizations, educational institutions, small businesses, small disadvantaged business concerns, and HBCU/MICs, as well as large businesses and Government laboratories (to include teaming arrangements between and among these groups).  Government/National laboratory proposals may be subject to applicable direct competition limitations, though certain Federally Funded Research and Development Centers are excepted per P.L. 103-337 § 217 and P.L 05-261 § 3136.  Teaming and cost sharing are encouraged to the extent that it is beneficial and meaningful to the Government.  For security reasons, offerors may not include foreign firms and US firms may not include foreign personnel as part of their proposed resources.  

1.3.  Program Scope and Funding

The Government anticipates award of one to four six-month study contracts valued at approximately $100,000 each to explore the precision strike concept and alternate concepts.  The Government then intends to exercise one contract’s option for full-scale demonstration.  It is anticipated that the total program funding for this research and development effort shall not exceed $1,890,000 in FY01, $3,020,000 in FY02, and $3,300,000 in FY03.

1.4.  Period of Performance

The earliest anticipated award is planned to occur in late August 2001.  Proposals should be submitted for initial studies to be completed within 6-months after award, ending in March of 2002.  Proposed efforts beyond the 6 month initial funding period should be costed as an option through 31 December 2003.  The Government may incrementally fund any awards under this BAA.  Any structure and period for exercise of options (if any) shall be negotiated as part of contract award process.

1.5.  Technical Support

It is the intent of this office to use contractor support personnel in the review and evaluation of all submittals of this BAA.  The Government intends to use employees of Science Applications International Corporation of Arlington, Virginia and System Planning Corporation of Arlington, Virginia, to assist in administering the evaluation of the proposals and to provide advice regarding the technical content of the proposals to the Government evaluators. These personnel will have signed and be subject to the terms and conditions of non-disclosure agreements.  By submission of its proposal, an offeror agrees that its proposal information may be disclosed to employees of these organizations for the limited purpose stated above. If you do not send notice of objection to this arrangement, we will assume your consent to use the subject personnel in review of your submittal(s) under this BAA. Only Government evaluators will make technical evaluations and award determinations under this BAA. 

1.6.  Instructions and Points of Contact

This BAA Package may be electronically downloaded by referencing the BAA Number at:

http://www.darpa.mil/ato/solicit.htm
The point of contact for all technical questions is Dr. Parney Albright at palbright@darpa.mil.

The point of contact for all contractual matters for this BAA is Mr. Christopher Massetti, massettic@fwf.navy.mil.

The point of contact for all security matters for this BAA is Mr. Eugene McGoldrick, mcgoldrick@darpa.mil. 

The point of contact for all administrative matters concerning Industry Day (Section 2.3) is Ms. Jodi Gelfand of System Planning Corporation at jgelfand@sysplan.com.

The point of contact for all other administrative matters is Mr Brad Curry at curryb@fwf.navy.mil.

NOTE:  Persons submitting proposals are advised that only the contracting officer may obligate the Government to any agreement involving expenditure of Government funds.  All questions of a contractual nature concerning this BAA shall be directed to the point of contact for contracts.

2 OPTICAL TAGS PROGRAM

2.1.  Overview of Program

2.1.1. The Office of Special Technology (OST) is soliciting proposals for DARPA’s Advanced Technology Office (ATO) to perform research, development, modeling, design, and testing of systems employing optical tags for advanced military applications.  The program goal is to demonstrate an enhanced or new capability to perform a complex function against a target that has been marked with an optical tag device.  Although the initial application under consideration is precision strike, offerors are encouraged to propose other applications where the system uses optical tag technology to demonstrate an enhanced ability to perform a specific military function or the ability to perform a new military function not previously possible.  The remainder of this BAA will refer specifically to the precision strike application.

2.1.2 Optical tags provide a means to covertly but unambiguously mark a person, target, or location so that it may be identified from a distance of a few kilometers with a specialized optical sensor.  The use of the tag greatly eases or eliminates target detection, identification, and discrimination problems.  In the precision strike application, the tag is applied to a vehicle or location in advance of the strike and an optical sensor (possibly organic to the strike weapon) uses the tag to simplify the process of finding and identifying the target.  This allows for an autonomous terminal engagement even with initial uncertainty in the target location.  The goal for the precision strike demonstration is to develop and integrate a custom optical tag sensor with an existing munition and demonstrate target acquisition and simulated destruction in a live fly exercise.

2.1.3 The technology for producing and characterizing optical tags has been refined under previous contracts with SRI International.  SRI will continue to develop optical tag manufacturing techniques and technologies and will supply all the optical tags used in the developments and demonstrations under this BAA.  During initial studies, and for anticipated follow-on efforts, SRI will provide GFE and GFI as necessary to all funded efforts.

2.1.4 
2.2.  Topic Areas
This BAA solicits proposals in two work areas.  

1.  Sensor and munition design and integration for the precision strike application; and 

2.  Alternate applications for optical tag technology.

Specific technical areas of interest that should be addressed in each proposal include: optical components, optical sensor design, optical system design, system performance modeling, and system performance prediction.  Although it is not the intent of this BAA to develop munitions technology, a successful offeror for the precision strike demonstration will require detailed knowledge of munitions design and integration of large systems. 

Full proposals are required NLT 1600 local time on Friday, 01 June 01.

2.3.  iNDUSTRY DAY

Further details on the operation of optical tags are classified at the collateral SECRET level.  A classified Industry Day is planned on 3 April 2001 to present background material on the technology and operation of optical tags devices.   All offerors must send at least one representative to the Industry Day presentations.  To pass clearances and for receipt of the advanced data package, contact is Ms. Jodi Gelfand of System Planning Corporation at jgelfand@sysplan.com.

3.
GENERAL INFORMATION

3.1.  Eligibility

To be eligible for award of a contract, an offeror must meet certain minimum standards pertaining to: financial resources; ability to comply with the performance schedule; prior record of performance; integrity; organization; experience; operational controls; technical skills; facilities; and equipment.  (See FAR 9.104).  Additionally, offerors proposing contracts must be registered in the Central Contractor Registration database IAW DFARS 204.73.
3.2.  Procurement Integrity, Standards of Conduct, Ethical Considerations

Certain post-employment restrictions on former federal officers and employees may exist, including special Government employees (Section 207 of Title 18, United States Code).  If a prospective offeror believes that a conflict of interest exists, the situation should be raised to the issuing office’s contracts representative before time and effort are expended in preparing a proposal. All offerors and proposed subcontractors must therefore affirm whether they are providing scientific, engineering and technical assistance (SETA) or similar support to any DARPA or OST technical office(s) through an active contract or subcontract. All affirmations must state which office(s) the offeror supports and identify the prime contract numbers. Affirmations shall be furnished at the time of proposal submission. All facts relevant to the existence or potential existence of organizational conflicts of interest, as that term is defined under FAR 9.501, must be disclosed. The disclosure shall include a description of the action the offeror has taken or proposes to take to avoid, neutralize or mitigate such conflict.
3.4.  Definitions

3.4.1.  Small Business Concern

A concern that is independently owned and operated, is not dominant in the field of operation in which it is bidding on Government contracts, and meets the size standards in FAR 19.102 (typically 500 or fewer employees, depending on SIC code).

3.4.2.  Small Disadvantaged Business Concern

"Small disadvantaged business concern" as used in this part (except for 52.212-3(c)(2) and 52.219-1(b)(2) for general statistical purposes and 52.212-3(c)(7)(ii), 52.219-22(b)(2), and 52.219-23(a) for joint ventures under the price evaluation adjustment for small disadvantaged business concerns), means an offeror that represents, as part of its offer, that it is a small business under the size standard applicable to the acquisition; and either:

(1) Has received certification as a small disadvantaged business concern consistent with 13 CFR part 124, subpart B; and

(i) No material change in disadvantaged ownership and control has occurred since its certification;

(ii) Where the concern is owned by one or more disadvantaged individuals, the net worth of each individual upon whom the certification is based does not exceed $750,000 after taking into account the applicable exclusions set forth at 13 CFR 124.104(c)(2); and

(iii) It is identified, on the date of its representation, as a certified small disadvantaged business (SDB) concern in the database maintained by the Small Business Administration (PRO-Net); or

(2) For a prime contractor, it has submitted a completed application to the Small Business Administration or a private certifier to be certified as a small disadvantaged business concern in accordance with 13 CFR part 124, subpart B, and a decision on that application is pending, and that no material change in disadvantaged ownership and control has occurred since it submitted its application. In this case, a contractor must receive certification as an SDB by the SBA prior to contract award.

3.5.  Submission Handling/Rights in Technical Data and Computer Software/Patent Rights - General

3.5.1.  Proposal Marking and Handling/Freedom of Information Act Requests

The Government intends to comply with procurement integrity statutes and regulation and DFARS 252.227-7016 in its treatment of information submitted in response to this BAA solicitation and marked with the individual or company’s legend (see paragraph 4.1.1 below).  The offeror is cautioned, however, that portions of the proposal may be subject to release under terms of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended.  In accordance with FOIA regulations, the offeror will be afforded the opportunity to comment on, or object to, the release of proposal information.

3.5.2.  Statement of Limitations or Restrictions on Deliverable Items

As part of their proposal, offerors shall submit a statement of limitations or restrictions on the Government’s rights to use, release or disclose technical data or computer software that is to be delivered under a resulting award.  Technical data or computer software to be used by the offeror in performing the contract that will not be delivered to the Government need not be addressed.  Use of the following chart (pg. 8) from DFARS 252.227-7017(d) is recommended but not required.  In any event offerors are requested to be as specific as possible in describing the data/software to be delivered and the rights in the technical data or software that the offeror proposes to deliver.  Offerors’ attention is directed to paragraph 3.5.3 below.

	Technical Data Computer Software to be Delivered With Restrictions
	Basis for Assertion
	Name of Person Asserting Restriction
	Asserted Rights Category

	(List)
	(List)
	(List)
	(List)


3.5.3.  Rights in Technical Data and Computer Software

The Government will require at a minimum, some form of government-purpose license rights (see DFARS 252.227-7013) effective through January 1, 2015 for the technical data and computer software deliverables.  If a license is required, specific terms of the license would be negotiated prior to award of a contract.

3.6.  Report Requirements 

The number and types of reports will be specified in the contractual document.  The reports shall be prepared and submitted in accordance with the procedures contained in the contract, which will be based on the reporting requirements contained in the contractor's proposal and mutually agreed on before award.  A Final Report that summarizes the project and tasks is required at the conclusion of each contract, notwithstanding the fact that the research may be continued under a follow-on vehicle.  Monthly Reports documenting Program and Financial Status will be required.  In addition, any Test Plans, Test and Technical Reports, Technical Data, Specifications, computer programs or other data, as appropriate, should be specified based on the proposed efforts.

3.7.  Subcontracting 

Pursuant to Section 8(d) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(d)), it is the policy of the Government to enable small business and small disadvantaged business concerns to be considered fairly as subcontractors to contractors performing work or rendering services as prime contractors or subcontractors under Government contracts, and to assure that prime contractors and subcontractors carry out this policy. 



4. 
PROPOSAL PREPARATION

This section is intended to provide information needed by the scientist/engineer preparing the proposal to prepare research proposals for submission.  Both prospective principal investigators and business office personnel will find it useful.  Organizations or individuals interested in submitting research proposals are encouraged to make preliminary inquiries on the general need for the type of research effort contemplated before expending extensive time and effort in preparing a detailed research proposal.  Technical inquiries should be made to the technical point of contact identified in Section 1.6 of this BAA Package.

4.1.  General Guidance

All submittals must follow the instructions in this announcement and include only the information requested to avoid delays in evaluation or disqualification.

4.1.1.  Restrictive Markings on Proposals

All proposals should clearly indicate limitations on the disclosure of their contents. They may be marked as "Proprietary" or words to that effect.  Markings like "Company Confidential" or other phrases that may be confused with national security classifications shall be avoided.

4.1.2.  Continuing Research Requirements.

A proposal for continuation of a given research project will be considered on the same basis as proposals for new research agreements.  The proposal should be submitted sufficiently in advance of the termination of the existing agreement so that if it is accepted, support may be continued without interruption.

4.1.3.  Proposal Format

Five sets of the full proposal shall be submitted to OST.  Each submittal shall reference BAA N39998-01-Q-7060.  These proposals shall be on single-sided pages, font no smaller than 12 point, and 1-inch margins left/right/top/bottom.   Proposals shall be stapled or submitted in loose-leaf binder, not bound.

4.1.4.  Confidentiality

It is the policy of OST and DARPA to treat all proposals as competitive information, and to disclose their contents only for the purpose of evaluation.  No proposals will be returned.  The original of each proposal received will be retained at OST or DARPA and all other copies destroyed.  Destruction certification can be requested and received provided a formal request is received at OST within 5 days after successful or unsuccessful notification

4.1.5.  Proposal Submission

Proposals must be received by OST not later than 1600 local time, Friday, 01 June 2001. Proposals must be submitted to the OST mailing address identified in this BAA.  Proposal must be submitted in hard copy, with one original and four copies. Facsimile or electronic submissions will not be accepted.  

Proposals submitted under this BAA may either be mailed or hand-delivered.

Mailing address:

Office of Special Technology 

ATTN:  Mr. Brad Curry

Fort Washington Facility, Building 3

10530 Riverview Road

Fort Washington,

Maryland 20744-5821
For hand deliveries, the courier shall identify themselves and the purpose of their visit to the gate guard camera, then proceed to Building 1 where the proposals will be received and receipted.  The outer package, as well as the cover page of the proposals, must be marked with the appropriate Topic Area title discussed in Section 2.2 of this BAA.  Proposals may be up to the SECRET level but must be appropriately marked, sealed, and either couriered or mailed IAW the applicable security regulations.  See security POC in Section 1.6.  
4.2. Volume I - Technical and Management Proposal

The technical portion shall include an Executive Summary, a technical approach, description of relevant prior work, a program plan (including a statement of work), a facilities and equipment description, list of documentation and reports, and management plans.  The statement of work should indicate the effort intended for the period of performance.  All paragraphs containing proprietary information must be clearly marked.

4.2.1.   Format

Volume I, Technical and Management Proposal, may include an attached bibliography of relevant technical papers or research notes (published and unpublished), which document the technical ideas and approach(s) upon which the proposal is based.  Copies of not more than three (3) relevant papers can be included with the submission.  The bibliography and attached papers are not included in the page counts given below.  The submission of other supporting materials along with the proposal is strongly discouraged and they will not be considered for review.  Except for the attached bibliography, Volume I shall not exceed fifty-six (56) pages.  Maximum page lengths for each section are shown in braces {} below.  Offerors must submit an original and four (4) copies of the proposals. All pages in excess of the specified page limit will be pulled from the proposal and not considered in the evaluation.  

4.2.2.  Section A – Administrative {2}

    
Cover sheet to include:  

(1) BAA number. 

(2) Lead Organization Submitting proposal. 

(3) Type of business, selected among the following categories: "Large Business," "Small Disadvantaged Business," "Other Small Business," "HBCU," "MI," "Other Educational,” or "Other Nonprofit." 

(4) Contractor’s reference number (if any). 

(5) Other team members (if applicable) and type of business for each; 

(6) Proposal title. 

(7) Technical point of contact to include: salutation, last name, first name, street address, city, state, zip code, telephone, fax (if available), electronic mail (if available). 

(8) Administrative point of contact to include: salutation, last name, first name, street address, city, state, zip code, telephone, fax (if available), electronic mail (if available).


Official transmittal letter

4.2.3.  Section B – Summary of the Proposal {1}

This section provides an overview of the proposed work as well as an introduction to the associated technical and management issues.  Further elaboration will be provided in Section C.

4.2.3.1.  Executive Summary {1}

A title and an abstract that includes a concise statement of work and basic approaches to be used.  This should be on a separate page and in a form suitable for release under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, as amended.  

4.2.3.2.  Innovative claims for the proposed research {2}

This section is the centerpiece of the proposal and should succinctly describe the uniqueness and benefits of the proposed approach relative to the current state-of-art and alternative approaches.
4.2.3.3.  Technology Transition {3}

Deliverables associated with the proposed research and any plans and capability to accomplish any technology transition and commercialization.  Include in this section (in an explicitly identified subsection) all proprietary claims to results, prototypes, intellectual property, or systems supporting and/or necessary for the use of the research, results, and/or prototype.  If there are no proprietary claims, this should be stated. 

4.2.3.4.  Technical Approach {3}

Technical rationale, technical approach, and constructive plan for accomplishment of technical goals in support of innovative claims and deliverable production.

4.2.3.5.  Related Research {1}

General discussion of other research in this area.

4.2.3.6.  Team {10}

A clearly defined organizational chart for the program team which includes, as applicable:  

(1) the programmatic relationship of team members.  

(2) if the team organization has extensive Governmental contracting experience (if data has previously been provided to OST, it need not be provided again, but you should reference the earlier proposal containing this information).
(3) the relevant capabilities of team members. 

(4) the task responsibilities of team members. 

(5) the teaming strategy among the team members. 

(6) a brief biography of the key personnel (including alternates, if desired) who will be involved in the research along with the amount of effort to be expended by each person during each year.  Documentation of previous work or experience in the field of the offeror is especially important.
4.2.3.7.  Resource Share {1}

The type of support, if any, the offeror might request from the Government, such as facilities, equipment, or materials.

4.2.3.8.  Agency Involvement {1}

The names of other federal, state, or local agencies or other parties receiving the proposal and/or funding the proposed effort.  If none, so state.

4.2.3.9.  Environmental {1}

A statement regarding possible impact, if any, of the proposal's effect on the environment IAW applicable statutory and regulatory guidance.

4.2.4.  Section C – Detailed Proposal Information
This section provides the detailed discussion of the proposed work necessary to enable an in-depth review of the specific technical and managerial issues.  Specific attention must be given to addressing both risk and benefit of the proposed work that make it desirable to DARPA/OST.

4.2.4.1.  Statement of Work {3}

Statement of Work (SOW) written in plain English, outlining the scope of the effort and citing specific tasks to be performed and specific contractor requirements.

4.2.4.2.  Technology Transfer {6}

Description of the results, products, transferable technology, and expected technology transfer path enhancing that of 4.2.3.3.

4.2.4.3.  Technical Approach {7}

Detailed technical approach enhancing and completing that of Section 4.2.3.4.
4.2.4.4.  Related Research {3}

Comparison with other ongoing research indicating advantages and disadvantages of the proposed effort. 

4.2.4.5.  Previous Accomplishments {3}

Discussion of proposer’s previous accomplishments and work in this or closely related research areas.

4.2.4.6.  Facilities {2}

Description of the facilities that would be used for the proposed effort.

4.2.4.7.  Teaming {6}

Detail support enhancing that of Section 4.2.3.6. including formal teaming agreements required to execute this program.

4.2.5.  Section D – Additional Information

A brief bibliography of relevant technical papers and research notes (published or unpublished) which document the technical ideas upon which the proposal is based.  Copies of not more than three (3) relevant papers can be included in the submission.

4.3.  
VOLUME II – Financial/CONTRACTUAL -{No page limit}
4.3.1. Cover sheet

A cover sheet to include:  

(1) Name and address of offeror (include zip code). 

(2) Name, title, and telephone number of offeror’s oint of contact. 

(3) Award instrument desired - cost-plus-fixed-fee (CPFF), cost-contract--no fee, cost sharing contract--no fee, or other type of procurement contract (specify). 

(4) Place(s) and period(s) of performance. 

(5) Total proposed cost separated by basic award and option(s) (if any). 

(6) Name, address, and telephone number of the offeror’s cognizant Defense Contract Management Command (DCMC) administration office (if known). 

(7) Name, address, and telephone number of the offeror’s cognizant Defense Contract Audit Agency (DCAA) audit office(if known);

(8) Cage Code (if known),

(10) DUN’s # (if known),

(11) SIC # (if known),

(12) TIN#. (if known).

4.3.2.  Cost Response

The objective of the cost response is to provide sufficient cost information to substantiate that your proposed cost is realistic, reasonable and complete for the proposed work.  Accordingly, offerors may tailor the format to reflect the proposed vehicle, internal business practices and accounting procedures as needed.  Offerors shall provide data sufficient to establish price reasonableness, such as commercial pricing data, parametric data, or cost information.  Certified cost or pricing data will only be requested of a large business contractor if the proposed contract exceeds the Truth in Negotiation Act threshold.  Cost breakdown shall include materials, direct labor, indirect costs, and other direct costs such as special test equipment or travel.  Offerors shall provide exhibits as necessary to substantiate the cost elements.
4.3.3.  Cost Breakdown

A cost-element breakdown for each proposed topic area must reflect all specific requirements.  Supporting breakdowns must be furnished for each cost element, consistent with the offeror's accounting system.  When more than one contract line item is proposed, summary total amounts covering all line items must be furnished for each cost element and each Government Fiscal Year.  If agreement has been reached with Government representatives on the use of forward pricing rates/factors, identify the agreement, include a copy, and describe its nature.  Depending on the offeror's system, breakdowns shall be provided for the following basic elements of cost, as applicable.

4.3.4.  Materials:

Provide a consolidated price summary of individual material quantities included in the various tasks, orders, or contract line items being proposed and the basis for pricing (vendor quotes, invoice prices, etc.).  Include new materials, parts, components, assemblies, and services to be produced or performed by others.  For all items proposed, identify the item and show the source, quantity, and price.

4.3.5.  Established Catalog or Market Prices/Prices Set By Law or Regulation

When an exemption from the requirement to submit cost or pricing data is claimed, whether the item was produced by others or by the offeror, provide justification for the exemption.

4.3.6.  Direct Labor

Provide a list of participants, not necessarily by name, showing a time phased (e.g., monthly, quarterly) breakdown of labor hours, rates, and cost by appropriate category, and furnish basis for estimates.

4.3.7.  Indirect Costs

Indicate how offeror has computed and applied offeror's indirect costs, including cost breakdowns, and show trends and budgetary data to provide a basis for evaluating the reasonableness of proposed rates.  Indicate the rates used and provide an appropriate explanation.

4.3.8.  Other Costs

List all other costs not otherwise included in the categories described above (e.g., special tooling, travel, computer and consultant services, preservation, packaging and packing, spoilage and rework, federal excise tax on finished articles) and provide basis for pricing.

4.3.9. Competitive Methods

For those acquisitions (e.g., subcontract, purchase orders, material orders) over $100,000.00 priced on a competitive basis, also provide data showing degree of competition and the basis for establishing the source and reasonableness of price.  For inter-organizational transfers priced at other than cost of the comparable competitive commercial work of the division, subsidiary, or affiliate of the contractor; explain the pricing method (See FAR 31.205-26(e)).

4.3.10. Noncompetitive Methods 

For those acquisitions (e.g., subcontract, purchase orders, material orders) over $500,000.00 priced on a noncompetitive basis, also provide data showing the basis for establishing source and reasonableness of price.  For standard commercial items fabricated by the offeror that are generally stocked in inventory, provide a separate cost breakdown if price is based on cost.  For inter-organizational transfers priced at cost, provide a separate breakdown of cost by elements.

4.3.11. Royalties

If more than $250.00, provide the following information on a separate page for each separate royalty or license fee:

· Name And Address of Licensor

· Date of the License Agreement 

· Patent numbers, Patent Application Serial Numbers, or other basis on which the royalty is payable

· Brief description (including any part or model numbers of each contract item or component on which the royalty is payable) 

· Percentage or dollar rate of royalty per unit 

· Unit price of contract item 

· Number of units 

· Total dollar amount of royalties  

Note: A copy of the current license agreement and identification of applicable claims of specific patents may be specifically requested by the contracting officer. (See FAR 27.204 and 31.205.37.)

4.3.12.  Facilities Capital Cost of Money

When the offeror elects to claim facilities capital cost of money as an allowable cost, the offeror should submit Form CASB-CMF and show the calculation of the proposed amount.  See FAR 31.205-10.

4.3.13. Fee

The fee, if any, which the organization proposes.

4.3.14.  Past Performance

Each offeror should submit a document that describes their relevant past performance, including both Government and commercial contracts/agreements.  Relevant contracts/agreements may include data performed by other divisions, corporate management, critical subcontractors, or teaming subcontracts if these resources will be used on the subject effort.  The following data from current or past efforts should be provided (to the extent applicable):

· Company/Division Name

· Program title as listed on the contract

· Contracting Agency

· Contract Number

· A brief description of the contract effort

· Period of performance

· Original Contract Dollar Value and Current/Final Contract Dollar Value

· Original Completion Date and Current/Final Completion Date

· Name, address and telephone number of the customer’s Program Manager, Chief Engineer and Contracting Officer

Offerors are expected to explain what aspects of the contracts are relevant to the subject Optical Tags program in terms of achieving desired product performance, cost and schedule performance and risk reduction.  The offeror can also submit information that explains past problems and how they have been overcome.

5.
PROPOSAL EVALUATION

5.1.  Objective

Demonstrate the feasibility of sensor and munition design/integration for the precision strike application and alternate applications for optical tag technology. The criteria to be used in evaluating and selecting proposals are:

5.2.  Evaluation Criteria

The criteria to be used to evaluate and select proposals for this project are described in the following paragraphs.  Each proposal will be evaluated on the merit and relevance of the specific proposal as it relates to the program rather than against other proposals for research in the same general area.  Agency evaluators will consider technical factors (Basic Requirement and the Technical Performance criteria) as significantly more important than non-technical factors (Past Performance and Schedule).  Cost shall not be scored, but cost realism and reasonableness shall be considered.  In accordance with FAR 35.016(e) the primary basis for selecting proposals for award shall be technical, importance to agency programs, and fund availability.

5.2.1.  Basic Requirement

The proposed solution meets the letter and intent of the stated requirement and all elements within the proposal exhibit a comprehensive understanding of the problem.  The offeror clearly addresses how the proposed effort will meet and progressively demonstrate the goals of the Optical Tags Program.  The proposed solution meets multiple DARPA/OST or user (either U.S. Government or commercial) needs and is conclusive with compliance and justification of required elements in the solicitation.

5.2.2.  Technical Performance

The proposed technical approach is feasible, achievable, complete and supported by a proposed technical team that has the expertise and experience to accomplish the proposed tasks. Task descriptions and associated technical elements provided are complete and in a logical sequence with all proposed deliverables and clearly defined such that a final product that achieves the requirement can be expected as a result of award.  The proposal identifies all technical risks and planned mitigation efforts are clearly defined and feasible. The roles of the prime and other participants required are clearly distinguished and pre-coordination with all participants (including Government facilities) fully documented. The requirement for and the anticipated use or integration of GFM including all equipment, facilities, information, etc. is fully described including dates when such GFM will be required.  Intellectual property ownership and the planned transition to production are adequately addressed, including a support concept for product described.  Similar efforts completed by the offeror in this area are fully described including identification of other Government sponsors.  

5.2.3.  Contractor Past Performance

The offeror’s past performance in similar efforts clearly demonstrates an ability to deliver products that meet the proposed technical performance requirements within the proposed budget and schedule.  The proposed project team has the expertise to manage the cost and schedule. 

5.2.4.  Schedule

The proposed schedule is complete and achievable.  The proposal indicates that the offeror has fully analyzed the project’s critical path and has addressed the resulting schedule risks.   

5.2.5.  Cost

The proposed costs are reasonable for the work proposed, realistic and affordable.  Estimates are “realistic” when they are neither excessive or insufficient for the effort to be accomplished.  Determination will be made by directly comparing proposed costs with cost estimating relationships, comparable current and historical data, government estimates, etc.  The proposal documents all anticipated costs including those of associate, participating organizations.  The proposal demonstrates that the offeror has fully analyzed budget requirements and addressed resulting cost risks.  All cost-sharing and leveraging opportunities have been explored and identified.  Other sponsors who have funded or are funding this offeror for the same or similar efforts are identified.  The Government shall evaluate how well all cost data is traceable and reconcilable.
*NOTE:  OFFERORS ARE CAUTIONED THAT EVALUATION SCORES MAY BE LOWERED AND/OR PROPOSALS REJECTED SHOULD SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS NOT BE FOLLOWED

6.  
Notification to Offerors

6.1. Proposals

Proposals not accepted will be destroyed; however, one copy of non-accepted proposals will be retained and filed. Those proposals retained may be considered for funding for up to twelve months.  Proposals identified for funding may result in a procurement contract, depending upon the nature of the work proposed, the required degree of interaction between parties, and other factors.  Per negotiations, portions of resulting awards may be segregated into pre-priced options.

6.2.  notification of intent to award

When the Government concludes technical evaluations and transitions to formal negotiations, notification of acceptance or rejection of proposals will be sent via mail.  It should generally be assumed that the reason a full proposal was not considered negotiable was that it did not fit the needs of the DARPA ATO and/or the OST, that it exceeded cost thresholds, or that it failed to meet crucial requirements as specified for technical evaluation.  Telephonic inquiries concerning the status prior to official notification will not be accepted.
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