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IMMEDIATE RELEASE






Contact:  Jan Walker (703) 696-2404

December 22, 1999

DARPA ANNOUNCES NEW FUNDING OPPORTUNITY FOR FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) today announced a new funding opportunity for university investigators.  The goal of the new DARPA program, “Fundamental Research at the [Bio:Info:Micro] Interface,” is to create interdisciplinary teams of researchers drawn from the fields of biology, information technology and microsystems technology at institutions of higher education.

The biology or [BIO] component of the program includes the disciplines studying biology from the molecular and cellular level through the organismal and population level.  The information technology or [INFO] component of the program includes, but is not limited to, the disciplines contributing to the development of theories, algorithms, models and simulations, and scalable parallel and distributed systems.  The microsystems technology or [MICRO] component of the program includes, but is not limited to, the disciplines contributing to the development of sensors, materials, microfluidics, micromechanics, microphotonics, microelectronics and large-scale systems created from such components.  

The program will enable teams of investigators from [BIO], [INFO] and [MICRO] to work collaboratively to address fundamental research issues at the intersections of these three broadly defined areas.  DARPA anticipates that long-term outcomes of this program will include the creation of new interdisciplinary research communities and the emergence of new science and technology that will provide a foundation for revolutionary systems to satisfy future national and defense needs.

Information about how investigators can apply for support from this program is provided in a Commerce Business Daily research announcement (RA 00-14), and in a Proposer Information Pamphlet.  Both are available via the World Wide Web at URL http://www.darpa.mil/dso/solicitations/00/RA00-14/s/index.htm. Proposals are due on March 31, 2000.
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