Review of the Section 803 definitions indicates that SDRC (Structural Dynamics Research Corporation) qualifies as a Nontraditional Defense Contractor for FY'01 "other transactions". SDRC is a commercial software provider of Metaphase Product Data/Product Knowledge, I-DEAS Mechanical Design (CAD/CAM), Accelis engineering oriented web collaboration and SLATE Requirements Engineering/Architecture. 

As a commercial concern not subject to CAS, SDRC serves the electronics, aerospace and automotive sectors including many defense sector prime contractors as "commercial" clients. 

The movement of DOD to directed integrated data environments has created a surge in use of SDRC products in weapons system and system of systems programs.  SDRC acquired Sherpa this year and is migrating Sherpa users to Metaphase as a successor PDM system. 

The line-up of SDRC products across the DoD 5000.1 defined life cycle shows exceptional coverage for requirements engineering (SLATE), design (I-DEAS), and PDM (Metaphase) in an e-business web environment (Accelis). 

For WolfPack, the complexity of the warfighter environment requires disciplined engineering architecture from MNS tracking to multiple sensor to shooter threads. 

Requirements is SLATE's sweet spot, but SLATE is also very strong in architecture modeling, especially if it is a C4ISR Architecture Framework program.  Even beyond an Architecture Framework program, the architecture/ functional modeling piece of SLATE has really gotten a boost with the full Live Integration with Visio, and this combination now supports most architecture needs including IDEF0, UML, and others. 

This means that you can be building architecture and linking requirements, building a specification graphically in the system.  Even more important you can manage multiple architecture viewpoints and link them through the requirements process.  This is unprecedented capability. 

From the overview of WolfPack , it will be very important for evolving WolfPack requirements to be in a responsive database environment like SLATE as quickly as possible.  This so that you not only capture the requirements but also link them to architecture and capture the rationale as you go. 

SLATE now also has integration to Word, Excel, and Project.  The Excel integration is live so you can work with requirements, and their attributes, in an Excel desktop.  Also, you can bring in the Project Work Breakdown Structure and now manage what you are doing with it.  This is a critical capability for a start up project where deliverables are on a tight budget and schedule. 

SDRC's Metaphase is more life cycle Product Data Management than SLATE's Systems Engineering and Requirements Management.  PDM is downstream of design.  For Wolfpack in the formative "other transaction" DARPA stages, SDRC recommends participation as a nontraditional defense contractor providing SLATE  focused upon the front end definition processes. 

SDRC federal support is managed from the SDRC Herndon, Virginia office 703 713-0006. 
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