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What is DARPA?What is DARPA?

The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency 
is the central R&D arm of the Department of 

Defense with the primary responsibility 
to conceive, explore, and demonstrate 

breakthrough system concepts and 
the most advanced technologies.
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Unmanned SystemsUnmanned Systems
DARPA has led the unmanned vehicle revolutionDARPA has led the unmanned vehicle revolution
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DARPA and Legged Squad Support System 
(LS3)

DARPA and Legged Squad Support System 
(LS3)

• DARPA continues to research novel robotic systems to enable new 
DoD capabilities

• DARPA has demonstrated the initial technical feasibility of quadruped 
capability in the BigDog effort
– USMC a partner in the concluding phase
– Completes a DARPA DSO, then TTO investment

• LS3 moves DARPA from the demonstration of technology feasibility 
into the demonstration of a system capability
– LS3 has aggressive system, subsystem, and

integration technical requirements
– Effort includes many considerations of eventual 

system needs for a DoD service product
– Many complementary concepts and technical 

challenges to consider (e.g. arms)
First concern yourself with a strong LS3 bid


